
Paul Campion - the new future of horror?
The current millennium has been a busy time for English Paul Campion.  He 
has worked on the digital effects for, to name a few, the Lord of the Rings trilogy, 
Constantine and Sin City.  He has travelled around the world, living in New 
Zealand as well as the States.  He quit working on the Da Vinci Code to go for his 
long dream of becoming a director.

A few weeks back a package from New Zealand arrived at our office. You can 
imagine our surprise when we opened it and saw the contents.  Even more 
surprised when we watched the DVD’s that had arrived.

Jari Mustonen shares his thoughts about the Night of the Hell Hamsters and Eel 
Girl shorts.

The fifteen minute Night of the Hell Hamsters (2006) pays homage to the early 
Peter Jackson. The idea of splatter-hamsters came through as one of the early 
millenium’smore promising debuts, when in November 2005, the fifteen-strong 
crew worked non-stoop for three days with the budget of  £10,000.  The finished 
product is a short film about a couple whose game of the occult goes horribly 
wrong, laced with really black humor.

It goes without saynig that blood and gore fly around as these bloody hamsters 
gain unbelievable talents.  In it’s graphic nature, Campion trusts in the style of 
Braindead - the gore is detailed, intentionally camp and full of dark humor: not 
to mention the red-eyed and taunting furry creatures.  
What makes the package so promising, however, 
is Campion’s sense of style as a director.  His way 
of using the the camera draws you in and is highly 
inventive.

His second film, shot on 35mm, is Eel Girl (2008), built 
around one stylized special effect.  It is a three minute 
combination of sci-fi and horror, where the scientist of 
a military lab accidentally opens the door and meets 
his specimen.  Shot in Weta Workshop’s (Lord of the 
Rings) facilities, the film is visually spectacular, and 
according to the director, just below the surface lies 
the timeless and mystic horror of H.P. Lovecraft.  We 
can only hope the next project is a feature film.


